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UM WILL HONOR RENNER AND STEARNS 
MISSOULA—
Frederic Gordon Renner, Paradise, Ariz., and Harold G.Stearns, Helena, 
Montana natives with impressive records of public service and professional 
achievement, will receive honorary doctorates at University of Montana
commencement exercises Sunday, June 12, at 2 p„m. in the Harry Adams Field 
House.
Renner is an authority on artist Charles M. Russell and an internationally 
known range management expert. Stearns, as writer, publisher and advocate for 
education and the arts, has long been a force for progress in Montana and in 
his current role as tourism specialist for the State Department of Advertising 
continues to promote the state's interests.
Renner, whose parents owned a ranch near Cascade, was born in Great Falls 
Nov. 23, 1897. As a 6-year-old, he became intrigued by Russell, whom he often 
saw on the streets of Great Falls wearing a brightly colored sash and cowboy 
boots. By the time he was 7, Renner was collecting Russell postcards, and he 
now has what is believed to be the largest and most representative collection
in private ownership of Russell oils, watercolors, drawings, bronzes and 
memorabilia„
The Cowboy Hall of Fame and Cowboy Artists of America have honored Renner 
for his writings and other work on Russell—  an avocation that turned into a 
vocation when Renner retired from the Soil Conservation Service in 1961.
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Renner began his first career, as a range management specialist, with 
the U.S. Forest Service in 1922. He transferred in 1936 to the newly 
established SCS. Ten years later he directed a pilot project for the 
Marshall Plan for the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration.
This project became a model for such efforts throughout the world.
He has been a U.N. delegate to international range management conferences 
and has received many citations for his contributions to the field.
He is an alumnus of the University of Washington, where he took a B.S. 
in forestry in 1918 and an M.S. in range management and animal husbandry in 
1 922.
Stearns was born in Anaconda Sept, 16, 1912, the son of pioneer ranchers 
in the Deer Lodge Valley. He earned a B„A0 in journalism and English at UM 
in 1936.
He was editor and publisher of the Harlowton Times and Ryegate Clarion 
from 1940 to 1972. He also has worked for the Associated Press, United Press 
International and the Helena Independent Record. He has written extensively 
on Montana history. His column for the Harlowton Times, "The Editor's 
Uneasy Chair," was widely quoted for more than three decades.
He directed the six-mill levy campaign for the Montana University System 
and lobbied, without pay, for financial support of the system during several 
legislative sessions. He chaired the Montana Personnel Commission to establish 
the merit system for state employees, and he directed the Montana Bicentennial, 
1973-76.
His journalism career, public service and involvement in sports as athlete, 
fan and official have brought him countless honors, including an honorary doctorate 
from Montana State University in 1974 and the University of Montana Distinguished 
Alumnus Award in 1976.
Stearns is married to the former Jean Kountz of Whitehall, a UM alumna, and 
they are the parents of seven children. ^
